s your garden an expression of life's poignancy, its cycles of senescence and rejuvenation, the mysteries of
light, and the natural architecture of plants? If not, then catch the latest international gardening trend-New
Wave planting.
While the name suggests mohawked punks sitting among the grasses, its lead practitioner has garnered
honors and commissions across Europe and, recently, the United States. Also called New Wave
Naturalism, this approach to garden design seeks out familiar plants' wilder relatives and combines them in
ways that evoke the feel of natural plant communities in the garden.

The New Wave movement has its origins in the work of Dutch plantsman Piet Oudolf. Though unsmiling
in his publicity photos and reportedly gruff in person, Oudolf creates gardens with a remarkable sense of life
and enchantment.

Oudolf has recently completed two high-profile projects in the United States. The first is the Gardens of
Remembrance at the Battery in New York City. In remembrance of the victims and survivors of September
11th, these gardens are designed as a living image of growth and renewal. The second is the Lurie Gardens at
the new Millenium Park in downtown Chicago. At the Lurie Gardens Oudolf and his collaborators use lush
native plant material at one end to create a garden narrative of Chicago's original wetland environment being
transformed into a clean and modern landscape.

The twin themes of nature and control echo throughout reviews of Oudolf's work. Noel Kingsbury,
who co-wrote Designing with Plants with Oudolf, suggests in Horticulture magazine:

"Perhaps the heart of the Oudolf appeal is the combination of the wild with the controlled, the clear enjoyment
and celebration of the natural plant forms, but contrasted with inventive formality-a bringing together of
culture and nature, order and romance."

Control is most clearly expressed in Oudolf's gardens by the nearly architectural use of shrubs and hedges.
In fact, he studied to be an architect before turning his attention to plants. The gardens at Millennium Park are
enclosed on two sides by a 15-foot high "Shoulder Hedge:" Oudolf also uses formal layouts of paths and lawns
to frame his gardens. Within these frames, the gardens are entirely devoted to the exuberant growth of
perennial plants. Even if you don't have a formal hedge to work with, you can easily position and shape your
garden bed to give it a strong sense of order. And by applying a few simple ideas, you too can create New
Wave plantings.

The heart of the New Wave method is the use of plants that live well and die well. This creates a garden
of ever-changing forms with interest throughout the year, even in the winter. Some locally-adapted plants that



